
 

SMALL FOREST LANDOWNER OFFICE 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources | 1111 Washington St. SE | PO Box 47001 | Olympia, WA  98504-7001 Phone 

360-902-1400 E-mail SFLO@dnr.wa.gov  

 

P
ag

e1
 

 

 

February, 2010 

                                                                                                                            

Welcome   

Start your planning and preparation now for your spring plantation maintenance.  The work plan for your forest is a 

complex target of short and long term goals.  It is very easy to forget about the routine maintenance for you forest 

so this is your friendly reminder to ensure long term success.  This month’s feature article is on Vegetation 

Management by Wes Wasson. 

 

If you know of individuals or group that would like to receive the newsletter please direct them to the SFLO 

Overview  page and use the e-subscribe feature under related links.  If you would like to have additional topics, 

your story, event, or update covered please feel free to email the SFLO at SFLO@dnr.wa.gov .  You can also find 

us at the SFLO Overview page on our website. 

 

SFLO Program updates 
FFFPP    The fish team held its review of the 2009 construction projects with the Steering Committee.  We were 

pleased to have Sam Comstock from WFFA join the committee.  Sam’s input and perspective is well received 

among the fish team and we thank him for agreeing to be the landowner representative.  This meeting is also a 

check in point to discuss issues and guiding operations.  One change that was approved by the Steering Committee 

is to reduce the potential landowner cost share on abandonment only projects to $500.   

 If you have a question, potential barrier on your property or know of a landowner that may, please forward the 

information to Rick Kuykendall, rick.kuykendall@dnr.wa.gov , or call 360.902.1404. 

Outreach The outreach group in the SFLO has established an online survey for you, our customers. Please take 

the 3 minutes needed to complete the survey and tell us what you want to see from the office in 2010 and beyond.  

This brief survey will help set the priorities for information sharing and technical publications developed by the 

SFLO and with our colleagues at WSU cooperative extension. Take the Survey Now!  Already two new resources 

have been established, and one pending resource page is being created via your comments.   

1.)  Log prices-log price information is now available via  DNR Product Sales 

2.) Legislation page- as noted last month the SFLO has developed a legislative page to help you stay 

informed.   SFLO legislative page. 

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/SmallForestLandownerOffice/Pages/fp_sflo_overview.aspx
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/SmallForestLandownerOffice/Pages/fp_sflo_overview.aspx
mailto:SFLO@dnr.wa.gov
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/SmallForestLandownerOffice/Pages/fp_sflo_overview.aspx
mailto:rick.kuykendall@dnr.wa.gov
http://www1.dnr.wa.gov/forestpractices/feedback/fp_fs_inforequest.html
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/TimberSaleAuction/Pages/psl_ts_query.aspx
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/SmallForestLandownerOffice/Pages/fp_sflo_legislation.aspx
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3 Year old tree, treated plantation 

 

3.) Resource page-In the month of March the resource page will be established on the SFLO site. The 

webpage will be a synthesis of several previous websites and will deliver you technical resources for 

managing your forests.  The page is currently being developed by our web staff. 

Eastern Washington stewardship cost share work has new rates and a new application starting 

October 1
st
, 2009.  This program provides 50% reimbursement to family forest landowners for Forest Stewardship 

Plans prepared by a private consulting forester and for thinning, pruning, and slash disposal work to reduce wildfire 

and bark beetle risk. The program is funded by annual competitive grant funds from the USDA Forest Service. 

Current fund availability will be updated this spring with additional money coming available to counties that did 

not have funding!  Stay tuned to when funding will be confirmed and available.  Contact us if you have further 

questions.  

2010 application is available on the DNR website or call 1-888-783-9548 to have one mailed to you. The new form 

is available online at cost share application.  If you have questions please email foreststewardship@dnr.wa.gov  

 

Feature Article  
 An Important Tool in Reforestation – Vegetation Management 

Wesley S. Wasson, Progressive Crop Protection, 253.279.5293 

In a plantation, it’s the plant species that compete most successfully 

for resources that dominate the harvested area.  As foresters and land 

owners, we can influence these species to meet our own goals and 

objectives.  Site conditions and management activities in the first few 

years after any disturbance has a large impact on the succession of 

that forest system.   In a relatively short time, our plantation can 

reach a ―free to grow‖ status where management activities and costs 

are greatly reduced. The first few years are the most crucial for 

vegetation management. 

I would like to make a distinction between herbaceous weed control 

and brush control.  For many years, foresters concentrated on brush 

control as the primary focus of their vegetation management 

programs.  However, extensive research has shown that the 

herbaceous weed layer is the most harmful to both tree survival and 

growth in the early years.  Again, it’s the early years that count; and 

more specifically, the first growing season that makes the biggest 

difference.  Once a planted tree has established a root system in its 

new habitat, it can tolerate much more competition.  With some exceptions, before bud break in spring is the best 

time to treat for herbaceous weed control. 

 There are other methods but in this article we will focus on controlling vegetation with herbicides.  We can tailor 

an herbicide application to meet our needs.  A spot application of 16 square feet around each tree will generally 

provide enough vegetation control to allow that tree to get established and flourish.  This will also leave the 

http://sharepoint/sites/pc/teams/silviculture/SitePrepPhotos/With Site Preperation/Yr_3_Post_SP.jpg
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/Publications/fp_sflo_fs_ewcostshareapp.pdf
mailto:foreststewardship@dnr.wa.gov
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untreated area covered in vegetation for wildlife.  Bear in mind wildlife can do damage to your plantation.  A 

broadcast application controlling all vegetation in the plantation will return you the fastest growing trees.  Research 

shows this to be true for most conifers in most conditions.   This option will not promote wildlife rather it tends to 

keep wildlife out of the plantation so you tend to get less animal damage.  Your objectives will help you determine 

the best option. 

Brush species in a plantation can be quite damaging or ―not as bad as it looks‖ so sometimes difficult decisions 

have to be made.  For example, a noxious weed such as scotch broom can totally dominate a site and needs to be 

taken care of.  Scattered vine maple and cascara on the other hand may not have that great of an impact on your 

trees and provide habitat for wildlife.   But how much is too much?  That decision often gets easier with experience.  

If you’re not comfortable making that decision, you may want to talk over your goals and objectives with a 

reputable consultant.  The timing for brush control tends to be after trees harden off in the fall but before leaf fall on 

the target vegetation.   

Many of the herbicides used for forest vegetation management can be purchased at your local farm store.  However, 

I can’t stress enough the importance of good stewardship of these products.  When you purchase these products you 

are legally liable to follow the directions on the label and to have some level of expertise with the products.  Misuse 

of herbicides can hurt more than just your plantation (which is a real possibility), it can also damage the reputation 

of all forest managers.  We don’t want to be irresponsible so please educate yourself before embarking on a 

vegetation management program involving herbicides. 

 

 Upcoming Events and Opportunities  

Timber Tax a webinar hosted by the USDA Forest Service will be presented on February 24 and March 17
th

, 

2010.  The session will include tax filing tips for timber transactions for the 2010 tax season and updates on the 

latest IRS regulation on timber.  To join the free seminar from 1200pm to 130pm on both days follow these simple 

steps. 

1. On the day of the webinar go to http://forestrywebinar.net about 15 minutes prior to the start 

2. Click on the particular tax webinar link 

3. Enter your name to login (no password is needed) 

4. The webinar page will then load (using Elluminate software)    

Family Forest Succession Planning will be the seminar topic on April 3
rd

, 2010 in Ellensburg.  WSU 

cooperative extension will be hosting the daylong seminar where you will receive information about legal and 

economic aspects of transferring forest lands from one generation to the next.  This workshop is a mix of 

presentations and practical exercises to help families develop techniques needed to address tough issues.   

 

Registration fees range from $45-75 depending on the participants membership status.  For more information 

contact Andy Perleberg, WSU extension forester at 509.667.6540 or andyp@wsu.edu .  

 

 

http://forestrywebinar.net/
http://ext.wsu.edu/forestry
http://ext.wsu.edu/forestry
mailto:andyp@wsu.edu
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Ties to the Land courses are offered by WSU extension. The class is now back on for March 11
th

 and April 

1
st
.  To register, or for updates visit  http://snohomish.wsu.edu/forestry/TTL2010.htm . 

Washington 5th graders invited to enter 2010 Arbor Day contest                         

The Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR), National Arbor Day Foundation, and Puget Sound 

Energy (PSE) are calling on all fifth-graders across the state to participate in the annual Arbor Day poster contest.  

An inter-disciplinary curriculum guidebook has been designed to correlate with all state and federal educational 

standards. The “Trees are Terrific…and Energy Wise!” guidebook provides all the necessary information, 

classroom exercises, and assessment guidelines needed to educate students about the benefits of trees and their 

inherent value in the production and conservation of energy. Fifth-grade students from Washington are eligible to 

participate in a statewide competition, with the winner advancing to the national level. State contest entries are due 

by March 5, 2010. Arbor Day is celebrated in Washington the second Wednesday of April, which, in 2010, is April 

14.  Check locally for information about events in your community, or visit 

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/ResearchScience/Topics/UrbanForestry/Pages/rp_urban_commandurbanforestry.aspx   

 

Natural Resources Law for Foresters will be offered by West Forestry and Conservation Association 

March 11-12, 2010 at Heathman Lodge in Vancouver.  The seminar will cover various topics regarding local and 

federal law regarding working forests. If you are interested visit www.westernforestry.org or call 1.888.722.9416 

 

Pacific Northwest Timberlands, presented by The Seminar Group  The Seminar Group 

will hold the 2nd Pacific Northwest Timberlands Seminar in Portland, at the Hilton Portland & Executive Tower, 

on February 25-26, 2010.  This highly anticipated event provides continuing legal education within the broader 

context of market conditions, management issues, and emerging opportunities for owners and managers of 

timberlands.  Participants can expect to learn about the latest legal issues and authorities affecting timberlands, but 

with a strong dose of information on business and social issues that will be of interest to attorneys, foresters, 

municipal representatives, conservationists, tribal members, and anyone concerned with the forestry industry -- one 

of the oldest industries in the Pacific Northwest, yet one that continues to offer new issues and opportunities for 

learning in law, business and policy.  

The seminar will be February 25-26
th
, 2010 at the Hilton Portland Executive Tower.  Register online at 

www.theseminargroup.net or email info@theseminargroup.net  or call 1-800-574-4852 

Tree School West as presented by OSU extension service will be Saturday March 20, 2010 in Oregon City, 

Oregon.  Tree School is celebrating 20 years of the popular event that will have 68 classes this year and more than 

50 businesses and vendors sharing information on forest management.  Classes start at 815 am and will continue till 

515pm.  Fees for the event are $45 dollars for Clackamas County residence and $55 dollars for all others.   

For more information visit http://extension.oregonstate.edu/clackamas/forestry/treeschool or call 503-655-8631 

Tree School East is coming to eastern Oregon on Saturday, April 17, 2010 at the Baker High School 

campus in Baker City. This Extension Service mini-college will feature 27 classes on a wide variety of topics of 

interest to family forestland owners, professional foresters, loggers, arborists, teachers, and the general public. 

http://snohomish.wsu.edu/forestry/TTL2010.htm
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/ResearchScience/Topics/UrbanForestry/Pages/rp_urban_commandurbanforestry.aspx
http://www.westernforestry.org/
http://www.theseminargroup.net/
mailto:info@theseminargroup.net
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/clackamas/forestry/treeschool
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You’ll find classes on such topics as vegetation management and reforestation, chainsaw use and safety, property 

conveyances and security interests, woodland ponds, new markets for forest products, Forest insect and disease 

management, growing aspen, basic forestry measurements, forestry cost share programs, riparian area management, 

sawmilling and drying your own lumber, and making essential oils from conifer needles.  We’ll also offer some 

terrific door prizes, including the Grand Prize, a new chainsaw! 

For a brochure and registration information contact the Baker County OSU Extension Office in Baker City (541-

523-6418).   Registration must be done in advance by Friday, April 2nd (sorry, no walk-ins allowed), so act now 

and reserve your spot for this fun and informative forestry program. The registration fee is just $50 per person; $20 

per youth (18 & younger) when attending with an adult family member. Bring the family so you can take advantage 

of as many class offerings as possible!  http://extension.oregonstate.edu/baker/  

The Washington Ag-Forestry Leadership Program is accepting applications for the upcoming 

leadership class.  The Washington Agriculture and Forestry Education Foundation (AgForestry) is a leadership 

development program founded in 1978 for adults working within and connected to Washington State’s agriculture, 

forestry, and fishing industries.  Strong leadership is vital to having healthy farms, forests, near-shore 

environments, and rural communities. 

The AgForestry Leadership Program develops the skills, knowledge and desire of messengers for the better 

understanding and advancement of natural resources and rural communities of Washington State. 

AgForestry challenges each participant to make a difference by promoting the skills of understanding, knowledge 

and critical thinking. The program helps develop the leaders of tomorrow and encourage the process of mediation, 

collaboration and teamwork, which enables our graduates to come to workable solutions for difficult problems 

facing our state. 

The Program is proud of its 800+ alumni. Graduates are in every corner of the State and in communities large and 

small. They run for public office, serve on boards, councils, commissions, and direct volunteer organizations. If 

there is a decision being made or a solution being found in Washington, the chances are great that there will be an 

AgForestry alumnus taking part or leading the way! Our network provides connections throughout Washington 

State. Use the following links, if you would like to: 

 Become a participant. Learn more about becoming an AgForestry participant and going through our 

Program.  

 Support our Program, Become a member of our network, or make a donation to support our cause.  

For more information contact the AgForestry Foundation at 509-926-9113 or leaders@agforestry.org. 

New climate change short course is convenient, cost-effective, and carbon-

emissions free USDA Forest Service Research and Development has released an interactive short course that 

presents current scientific knowledge on adapting to climate variability in wildland management. Titled ―Adapting 

to Climate Change: A Short Course for Land Managers,‖ the course is available as a DVD or online at the Climate 

Change Resource Center (http://www.fs.fed.us/ccrc).   

 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/baker/
http://www.agforestry.org/what_is_leadership_program.html
http://www.agforestry.org/ways_to_give.html
http://www.agforestry.org/become_a_member.html
http://www.agforestry.org/pay_membership.html
mailto:leaders@agforestry.org
http://www.fs.fed.us/ccrc
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News 
 
Forest Seedling Sales at Webster Webster Forest Nursery has plenty of seedlings for sale this year for 

all Westside stock types and many of the eastside species.  Seedling prices start at $100 for 100 trees or as low as 

$250 for 1000 trees.  Buying in bulk is considered the most economic for seedling purchases.  Though a surplus of 

trees is anticipated this year you should contact the nursery to ensure supplies are adequate for you needs.   

 

Contact Bill Taylor at 360.753.5305, bill.taylor@dnr.wa.gov or visit the website at DNR Webster Nursery . 

 

Grays Harbor Conservation District is pleased to announce the availability of technical assistance for 

small forest landowners within the district.  Theresa Marquardt (former SFLO forester!) was hired on January 19, 

2010.  If you have any forest related questions such as questions about animal damage, tree planting, vegetation 

control or forest health, please feel free to call and schedule a site visit.  This position will also assist landowners in 

completing a forest stewardship plan.  Forest stewardship plans are helpful in identifying forest health concerns, 

planning for future timber harvest, qualifying for cost-share programs, and normally meet the forest management 

plan requirements to qualify for forestland property tax rates at your county assessor’s office.  Theresa graduated 

with a B.S. degree in Forest Management from Oregon State University in June of 2005.  She can be reached at 

(360) 249-5900 ext #106 

 

Washington Forest Practices Adaptive Management Annual Science Conference – 

The Cooperative Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Committee (CMER) announce the seventh annual Forest 

Practices Adaptive Management Science Conference on Tuesday, April 13th, in Olympia, Washington.  CMER is 

responsible for conducting research and monitoring in support of adaptive management of the Forest Practices 

Rules, which governs forestry practices on private and state forestlands in Washington State.   

The one day conference will highlight CMER studies including: 

 Riparian Research and Monitoring on Fish- and Non Fish-Bearing Streams 

 Amphibian Research and Monitoring 

 Upland Research and Monitoring on Roads and Unstable Slopes 

 

An agenda for the conference will be distributed in February 2010.  There is no fee for the conference, however 

reservations are required.  To register, please send an e-mail including your name, affiliation, and e-mail address 

to Dawn Hitchens at dawn.hitchens@dnr.wa.gov .   

New Biomass Plant Planned for Shelton (from The Olympian) 

Plans are under way to build a $250 million biomass plant near the Shelton Airport with an objective of turning 

600,000 tons of wood debris into enough electricity to power 40,000 homes.  

A joint venture of Duke Energy and a global energy firm called Areva has a long, long way to go to get the plant 

off the ground, but it’s exciting to think about the potential to turn mounds of leftover logging debris — stumps 

and tree limbs — into electrical energy. 

mailto:bill.taylor@dnr.wa.gov
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/WebsterForestNursery/Pages/about_webster_nursery.aspx
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/FPAdaptiveManagementProgram/Pages/fp_am_program.aspx
mailto:dawn.hitchens@dnr.wa.gov
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We’re a little surprised that company officials rolled out the project without firm contracts with timber companies 

for the woody debris or contracts with electrical companies to purchase the power generated from the biomass 

plant. But make no mistake, we’re excited at the possibility of a new source of alternative energy in South Sound. 

Today, after a logging company moves through a stand of trees, the remaining woody debris is generally pushed 

into huge piles that are burned. So-called slash burns pollute the air and pose a serious health risk for individuals 

suffering from breathing problems. Slash burns are a terrible waste of natural resources. There’s increased pressure 

from regulatory agencies to reduce slash burning to protect air quality.  

To read more visit http://www.theolympian.com/opinion/story/1138259.html  

Greenwater expected to see benefits of DNR fire wise project (from the Puyallup Herald) 

Reducing the potential risk of wildfire damage to the Greenwater community and creating local jobs for 

experienced forestry contractors and crews are the keys to the state Department of Natural Resources’ Greenwater 

Firewise Stimulus Project funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  

 

According to DNR’s Jane Potter, the project will focus on constructing strategically located shaded fuel breaks 

around the Greenwater communities. Using stimulus grant funding, the crews will thin, prune and remove wildland 

fire fuels using chainsaws and chippers. These treatments will modify fire size, intensity and behavior and reduce 

the risk to firefighters, residents, homes, infrastructure and natural resources. The benefits will be reduced fire 

suppression costs and increased firefighter and public safety.  To read more visit 

http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/pierce/bch/lifestyle/83834677.html  

 

WDFW has just released the final version of a new guidance document, “Landscape Planning for Washington’s 

Wildlife: Managing for Biodiversity in Developing Areas.” This document is a new addition to our series of 

Priority Habitats and Species management recommendations, which are science-based documents provided to help 

inform local land use planning and conservation decisions across the state.  

Landscape Planning provides science-based information about how terrestrial wildlife respond to residential 

development at a variety of densities, real-world examples of how habitat and biodiversity assessments can be 

performed at the county, watershed, and site scale, and recommendations for those interested in incorporating 

wildlife needs and biodiversity conservation into local planning.  

The document is posted online at http://www.wdfw.wa.gov/hab/phsrecs.htm, with another link from the main 

Habitat page at http://www.wdfw.wa.gov/habitat/. Please feel free to direct questions about the document to 

planningforwildlife@dfw.wa.gov.  

 

http://www.theolympian.com/opinion/story/1138259.html
http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/pierce/bch/lifestyle/83834677.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/hab/phsrecs.htm
http://wdfw.wa.gov/hab/phsrecs.htm
http://www.wdfw.wa.gov/hab/phsrecs.htm
http://www.wdfw.wa.gov/habitat/
mailto:planningforwildlife@dfw.wa.gov
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Links 
Washington Farm Forestry 

http://www.wafarmforestry.com/ 

Washington State University Cooperative Extension 

http://ext.wsu.edu/forestry/index.htm 

Northwest Natural Resources Group 

http://www.nnrg.org 

Family Forest Foundation 

http://www.familyforestfoundation.org/ 

Smallwood Utilization Network 

http://www.smallwoodnews.com/ 
 

 
The Small Forest Landowner Office (SFLO) serves as a resource and focal point for small forest landowner concerns and 

policies. With a mission to promote the economic and ecological viability of small forest landowners, the office seeks to 

develop policies that conserve Washington's privately owned non-industrial forests. Recognizing the significant contributions 

small landowners make to protecting Washington's public natural resources, the office strives to equip landowners with all the 

necessary tools and information they need to keep their land in forestry use. 

If you would no longer like to receive this update please email us at SFLO@dnr.wa.gov or call 360.902.1400The new format 

for our newsletter is web based.  A link will be sent to you via our e-subscriber email system. You may have to adjust your 

spam or junk mail settings to allow mail from WADNR@govdelivery.com 

http://www.wafarmforestry.com/
http://ext.wsu.edu/forestry/index.htm
http://www.nnrg.org/
http://www.familyforestfoundation.org/
http://www.smallwoodnews.com/
mailto:SFLO@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:WADNR@govdelivery.com

